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Trump signs tax overhaul 
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President Donald Trump holds up a page of the tax bill after signing it in the Oval Office of the White House on Friday. He also signed a temporary 
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spending bill to keep the government running and provide money to upgrade the nation’s missile defenses. 
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After Oval Office event, president leaves the White House for the holidays 


By Laurie Kellman 
and Jonathan Lemire 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — In the 
end, Donald Trumps top 
achievement as president— a 
$1.5 trillion tax overhaul — 
was finalized in a “rush job” of 
an affair. And that was OK 
with him. 


None of the members of Con- 
gress who muscled through 
the biggest tax overhaul in 30 
years were in the Oval Office 
on Friday as Trump signed 
the measure into law. That’s 
because the president was not 
pleased with news coverage 
that morning questioning 
whether he would get the bill 
signed before Christmas. So 


he ordered up a spur-of-the- 
moment signing event where 
he ticked through what he 
described as the “tremen- 
dous” accomplishments of his 
first year in office. 

“This is the capper,” Trump 
said of the tax package, using 
his last moments of the year in 
the White House to sign the 
bill before flying to Florida for 


the holidays. He also signed a 
temporary spending bill to 
keep the government running 
and provide money to 
upgrade the nation’s missile 
defenses. 

But the tax cut was at the top 
of Trump’s mind after months 
of struggling to deliver his 
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Special session 
proposal would keep 
Fischbach in Senate 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


Minnesota Republican legisla- 
tive leaders Friday renewed their 
offer to Democrats to avoid a 
legal fight stemming from a 
series of dominoes that will fall 
once U.S. Sen. Al Franken 
resigns. 

Under the plan pitched by Sen- 
ate Majority Leader Paul Gazel- 
ka and House Speaker Kurt 
Daudt, Democratic Gov. Mark 
Dayton would get to have a lieu- 
tenant governor from his own 
party — and the Republicans 
would get to preserve their slim 
majority in the Senate. 

As it stands, when Franken 
resigns Jan. 2 and Lt. Gov. Tina 
Smith replaces him the next day, 
Senate President Michelle Fisch- 
bach, a Republican from Paynes- 
ville, will automatically become 
lieutenant governor, creating an 
odd situation for Dayton and 
potentially putting the Senate 
majority in jeopardy. 

Fischbach has said she plans to 
continue to hold her Senate seat, 
but on Thursday, the Minnesota 
attorney general’s office issued 
an advisory opinion concluding 
that the state constitution does 
not allow her to hold both jobs. 
That’s the legal battle brewing. If 
Fischbach pushes forward, a 
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Matthew Rycroft, left, Britain’s ambassador to the U.N., and U.S. 
Ambassador Nikki Haley vote in favor of a resolution Friday at United 
Nations headquarters on new sanctions against North Korea. 


North Korea faces new U.N. 
sanctions over missile launch 


Security Council 
nations unanimously 
approve resolution 


By Edith M. Lederer 


Associated Press 


UNITED NATIONS — The U.N. 
Security Council unanimously 
approved tough new sanctions 
against North Korea on Friday in 
response to its latest launch of a 
ballistic missile that Pyongyang 
says is capable of reaching any- 
where on the U.S. mainland. 

The resolution adopted by the 
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council includes sharply lower 
limits on North Korea’s refined oil 
imports, the return home of all 
North Koreans working overseas 
within 24 months, and a crack- 
down on ships smuggling banned 
items including coal and oil to and 
from the country. 

But the resolution doesn’t 
include even harsher measures 
sought by the Trump administra- 
tion that would ban all oil imports 
and freeze international assets of 
the government and its leader, 
Kim Jong Un. 

The resolution, drafted by the 
United States and negotiated with 
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Bostrom: Serier's residency no issue 
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Former sheriff says 
questions arose from 
typo in his Jan. letter 


By Mara H. Gottfried 


mgottfried@pioneerpress.com 


Former Ramsey County Sheriff 
Matt Bostrom blamed a typo for 
recent questions arising over Jack 
Serier’s residency when he was 
appointed sheriff. 

Bostrom sent a letter Thursday 
night to county commissioners 
saying that Serier’s residency 
“should not be at issue.” 


On Wednesday, Vadnais Heights 
Mayor Bob Fletcher provided Ram- 
sey County commissioners with a 
letter from Bostrom dated Jan. 13. 

In the letter, Bostrom informed 
his homeowner’s association that 
his St. Paul home was vacant. He 
received an email back from 
his homeowner’s association on 
Jan. 24, saying he had permission 
to rent his home to Serier. 

Serier, who had been a Stillwater 
resident, was appointed sheriff on 
Jan. 10. He told the Pioneer Press 
he was living in Ramsey County — 
St. Paul — even before he was 
appointed. County residency at the 
time of appointment is required 
under state law. 


Sheriff 
Jack Serier 


Matt 
Bostrom 


Bostrom, who has not responded 
to Pioneer Press messages, wrote 
in an email addressed to county 
commissioners Thursday evening 
that he “had not properly proofed 
the email before” he sent it to his 
homeowner’s association. 
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Allen was founder of the ‘Apollo of St. Paul’ 


St. Paul nightclub owner dies of cancer at age 79 


CHRIS POLYDOROFF / PIONEER PRESS 
Arnellia Allen, pictured in 2004, 
opened Arnellia’s on University 


Avenue in St. Paul in 1992. She died 
Thursday. 
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By Nick Woltman 


nwoltman@pioneerpress.com 


Arnellia Allen, whose epony- 
mous University Avenue nightclub 
was known to many as the “Apollo 
of St. Paul,” died Thursday morn- 
ing at age 79. 

The cause was ovarian cancer, 
said her son Jerry Allen, with 
whom she was living in North St. 
Paul. 

When Arnellia’s opened in Octo- 


SECTION A LOCAL, NEWS, OBITS, OPINION, BUSINESS SECTION BSPORTS SECTION C A&E LIVE, TV, ADVICE 


Volume No. 169, No. 240, 4 sections, 28 pages 
Subscriber service 651-717-7377 Reader advocate 651-228-5446 © 2017 St. Paul Pioneer Press (Northwest Publications) 


ber 1992, it was the only bar in the 
city owned by a black woman. 

Over the next quarter-century, its 
stage hosted hundreds of R&B, 
blues, hip-hop, jazz and gospel 
acts, drawing comparisons to the 
legendary Apollo Theater in New 
York’s Harlem. 

Allen’s patrons included Prince, 
Minnesota Vikings football players 
and countless others whose names 
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